Y’s retired President’s report AGM 2026
Y’s retired has continued to work to bring together those who have worked for the YMCA movement as both staff and volunteers through our newsletter and get togethers.
This year has seen three Y’s retired lunches in Cambridge, Taunton and London in a variety of venues: A golf club, A YMCA owned hotel and The Indian Students Hostel.   Although the settings varied the warmth of friendship and camaraderie did not!  By having a number of venues we were able to make these important events accessible to more members.  Special thanks go to Vic Hills, David Pendle and Neil Sherringham for making them happen.  At Taunton we heard of Paul Smillie’s continuing voluntary work with YMCA Europe and at the London Lunch after a devotional time marking the YMCA/YWCA Week of Prayer, we were pleased to welcome Denise Hatton CEO of England and Wales who brought us up to date with the current life of the movement.
Sadly efforts to develop a similar gathering in Scotland was not as well supported but we look forward to trying that again with the help of YMCA Scotland.
Our other main method of communication has been through our Newsletter, ably masterminded by Phil Willerton and his son Callum. Such is the modern world that some of the work is done in Singapore!   In addition to the e mail circulation, around 20 newsletters are distributed to members by post who live ‘Off Grid’.   (We send our best wishes to Phil who has recently suffered a stroke and wish him a speedy recovery).   Andy Winter has overseen our on-line presence with the website. Our thanks to him!
We have also maintained our links with the World Federation of Y’s Retired , circulating their newsletter ‘Bridges’ and supporting Secours Specieux.  As agreed at our last AGM we have been able to support Secours Specieux through the Benevolent Fund and provide assistance for someone to attend the 2026 World Council from a developing movement.  Special thanks go to John Naylor who is standing down this July as our World representative after many years of service and we are grateful to Paul Smillie who has agreed to take on this role from the time of the World Council in July.
Inevitably we have experienced some sadness during the year with the passing of Prof. David Miller of London Central who was one of the founding members of Y’s Retired; Tony Miles who was a great supporter of the Cambridge Lunches and Chandu Christian former Principal of the YMCA College. We also remembered Chris Roles  formerly of YMCA England and Y Care international who also died during the year. We thank God for their faithful service and friendship. More happily we have welcomed XXXX
Sincere thanks must be expressed to Vic Hills for his tireless work keeping the show on the road and to Andrew Jenkins who has the unenviable task of keeping the accounts!
As the profile and nature of the YMCA changes with a quicker turn over of staff and volunteers, it continues to be difficult to encourage new members so please do prod your YMCA acquaintances to join us remembering the YMCA Moto ‘That they all may be one’
